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Stambuloff set him the example and made for the
nearest guard-house on the road. Two more shots
followed, and the cry, " Stambuloff is killed," con-
vinced him that it was at himself and not at his
unoffending colleague that they had been aimed.
Returning with the guards, he found the unfortunate
Beltchcff lying dead in the public garden, whither he
had fled, with a shot through his heart. The crime
aroused the most intense indignation. Stambuloff,
although he felt from that day that his doom was
certain, followed up the assassins with relentless zeal.
Torture was applied to extort a confession from one
of the prisoners, and the utmost rigour of the law
was put forth against every suspicious person in the
country. Terrified by the violence of these measures,
the conspirators fled from Bulgaria and chose their
next victim abroad. This was Dr. Vulkovic, the
Bulgarian agent at Constantinople. While walking
through the streets he was stabbed in the back by
one of the same gang, which had been guilty of
BeltchefT's murder. This double crime made it clear,
that, though brigandage had been suppressed in
Bulgaria, the time-honoured Oriental plan of u remov-
ing " political opponents still prevailed. But the worst
example of this horrible practice was yet to come.

The possibility of the Prince's untimely death by
the hand of an assassin made it all the more desirable
that he should found a dynasty as soon as possible.
Accordingly, in the spring of 1893 he married
Princess Marie Louise of Parma, a member of the
Bourbon family, gifted with more than the usual
abilities of her race, Later in the year, the death gf